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A Message from the Dean

Iam happy to report that the health of the College of Earth and
Mineral Sciences is excellent. Our faculty continues to be highly
productive and successful in teaching and research, and we
continue to attract students with SAT scores among the highest
of entering students at Penn State. Our research funding in-
creased significantly during the past vear, and our academic
departments remain among the national leaders in their respec-
tive fields of specialization.

As you all know, C.L. Hosler concluded his 20 years as our
helmsman a few months ago when he was appointed to the
position of Vice President for Research and Dean of the Graduate
School here at Penn State. We will, of course, sorely miss Charlie,
and I suspect he will miss EMS as well, for this College is unique,
not only in terms of its wide spectrum of disciplines but also
because of its reputation and spirit, to which Charlie contributed
so much.

The search for a new dean is well under way, and as chairman
of the search committee I can report to vou that the manv highly
qualified candidates interested in the position augur well for
continuation of the strong leadership this College has enjoyed
for most of the past 50 vears. There also are strong and clear signs
of the high esteem in which this College is held by the Univer-
sity’s centraladministration. In all, [ believe we have good reason
to be extremely optimistic about the future of this College.

I should like to take this opportunity to mention briefly some of
the recent developments within the University and the College
which are likely to have impact on our operation and on the
interface with our alumni and friends.

First among these was the arrival in August 1984 of William C.
Richardson to the key position of Provost and Executive Vice
President of the University. During his short time here he has
clearly taken charge of the academic programs and established a
direct reporting/communication link with the college deans.
Together with President Jordan, Dr. Richardson has contributed
immensely to the focus on excellence at this institution.

At a glance....

1984-85
Gifts from Alumni & Friends $ 521,823
Corporate Matching of Gifts $ 109,648
Gifts from Corporations & Business $1,105,911
Gifts from Foundations & Organizations $ 310,518
Total Gifts $2,047,963
Number of Gifts Received 2,741
Honorary Dean’s List Givers 72

* k k k k k k k k k k k¥ k¥ k k *

Sponsored Research $16.9 million

Student Enrollment: Undergraduates 1199
Graduate Students 501

Student Aid:

Scholarships & Awards to Students

Wilson Loans to Students

$ 251,751
$ 195,330
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The pursuit of academic excellence is also reflected in the new
strategic planning process which was launched in carnest during
the past academic year. The planning exercises and the associ-
ated dialogue have been very valuable in shaping future aca-
demic priorities. A draft plan for EMS was submitted to the
central administration in March, 1985, and the final report,
which outlines goals and implementation plans for the next five
years, is almost complete.

Another University-wide event of consequence for all units of
the University is the greatly expanded effort in the area of fund
raising. Development officers are being assigned to each college,
and a major Campaign for Penn State is scheduled to be launched
officially in the near future. This fund-raising drive will be
headed by a very prominent executive committee and will have
nationwide visibility. The campaign is one of the cornerstones in
President Jordan’s dedication to the task of significantly increas-
ing funding for Penn State both from the state and from private
sources.

Within the College, this year saw the long-awaited transfer of
Fuel Science’s Combustion Laboratory and Mineral Engineer-
ing’s Mine Electrical Laboratory to the newly constructed Aca-
demic Activities Building on Bigler Road. These are superb
facilities and the departments involved are justly proud of them.

I should also like to make brief mention of our ambitious plans
for a new program in Earth System Science (ESS). Funds to
launch this new initiative were made available by the central
administration, and we expect to augment them substantially
from outside sources. The program was born from the increasing
realization that most problems in the earth sciences are truly
global in scope, and require for their solution the cooperation
and interaction among scientists from many disciplines. In our
Earth System Science thrust we intend to build mainly on the
combined strengths of the Departments of Geosciences, Geog-
raphy, and Meteorology, augmented as needed by new ap-
pointments and cooperation with other institutions. We believe
that this program will be very important in the future and that we
have the potential for being a true leader in this field. Further
details of the Earth System Science program will be announced in
the fall issue of Earth and Mineral Sciences. '

As acting Dean, I consider it my job to provide an interface
between the old and the new administrative teams of the Col-
lege, and help facilitate as smooth a transition as possible. This
obviously involves a lot of hard work, considering that some of
us wear two or three hats during this transition period. It would
certainly be presumptuous and ill-advised on my part to try to
stake out the future course of the College. Clearly, this should
and will be done by the next Dean in concert with the faculty.
However, the time seems right for a pause to reflect on the
College, the University, and higher education in general, for we
are indeed at a crossroads: The change in administration of the
College comes at a time of major changes at the University and of
major issues in higher education being debated nationally and
internationally.

What are the main characteristics of this College within the
context of Penn State as whole? We are a relatively small college
with an unusually high ratio of graduate students to under-
graduates. Inasmuch as graduate programs in our disciplines are
very much dependent on outside funding for research, it is not
surprising that our research funding from outside sponsors is
also unusually high. Our academic programs, both graduate and
undergraduate, rank among the very best in their tields on a
national scale. Through the loyalty and generosity of our alumni,
friends, and other supporters, and prudent internal fiscal man-

































