
A New Online Open Access Publication 
for Pennsylvania’s Librarians 

October 1, 2012 

Tom Reinsfelder  
Penn State Mont Alto 

John Barnett 
University of Pittsburgh 



How Did This All Begin? 

• Chair of the College & Research Division expressed an interest 
in a new publication featuring articles from librarians within 
the state. 

• A need for better communication among academic librarians 
within PaLA 



The College & Research Division has established an ad hoc 
committee to investigate sponsoring an online peer-reviewed open 
access publication.  
 
How interested would you be in reading such a publication? 

n=267 



How likely would you be to submit articles to such a publication? 

n=265 



What topics would you like to read about? 

Research Articles 

Archives 
Assessment 
Cataloging / Metadata / Technical Services 
Collaborations 
Collection Development 
Copyright / Fair Use 
Digital Collections & Scholarship 
Disabilities 
Distance Learning / Online Education 
E-books  
Embedded Librarianship 
First Year Experience 
Fundraising 
Grants 

Interlibrary Loan 
Information Literacy / Instruction 
Leadership 
Library Education  
Marketing 
Mobile Devices 
Outreach / Liaison work 
Reserves 
Reviews of Reference Sources  
Scholarly Communication / Open Access 
Student Workers 
Technology 
Textbooks 

Practical Articles News from PA Libraries 



Policy Decisions 

What do we want this to look like?   



Fit with other PaLA publications 

• PaLA Bulletin – It’s Academic Column   
(4 per year) 

• Online Peer Reviewed Journal              
(2 issues per year) 

• College & Research Division Blog 
(Weekly)     crdpala.org 



Journal Description 

• Provide an opportunity for librarians in PA to share 

knowledge and experience with practicing librarians across 

PA and beyond.  

• Include articles from all areas of librarianship, with a special 

focus on activities in Pennsylvania’s academic libraries.  

• Expose readers to the unique and valuable work of librarians 

in Pennsylvania that may not be published elsewhere in the 

library literature.  



Journal Sections 

• Research - Reports of research in all areas of 

librarianship that provide insight to academic librarians 

in Pennsylvania. 

• Practice - Articles describing best practices.  

• Commentary -  Original essays thoughtfully discussing 

current trends or challenges. 

• News – Brief reports announcing new & noteworthy 

developments in Pennsylvania libraries.  



Article Submission Policies 

• Submissions are encouraged from all Pennsylvania librarians; 

library paraprofessionals; graduate students, or other 

information professionals.  

• Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 

(APA Style Manual), 6th edition 

• 100-150 word abstract 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Process 

• Research and Practice articles  

• Essay / Commentary articles 

• News Items  



Editorial Team 

Co-Editors 
 John Barnett - University of Pittsburgh 
 Tom Reinsfelder - Penn State Mont Alto 
 
News Editors 
 Linda Neyer – Bloomsburg University 
 Larissa Gordon – Arcadia University 
 
Copy Editors 
 Darla Bressler – Bloomsburg University 
 Carol Howe – Immaculata University 



Layout Editor 
 Paul Proces - Bucks County Community College 
 
 
Marketing Coordinators 
 Christina Steffy - School of Nursing at Schuylkill  
                     Health & Reading Area Community College 
 Kathryn Yelinek - Bloomsburg University 

Editorial Team 



Journal Title 

Pennsylvania Libraries: 
Research & Practice 



Technology Decisions 

How are we going to do this?   



Why Open Access? 

• Because we can  
 
• To reach a large audience and have a positive 

impact on the profession in Pennsylvania 
 

• Share stories with the profession & the public 
 

• Open access is the future of scholarly publishing 
 



A Little More on Open Access 

Open Access is:  
 
• “digital, online, free of charge, and free of most copyright 

and licensing restrictions. What makes it possible is the 
internet and the consent of the author or copyright-
holder...  

• …compatible with copyright, peer review, revenue (even 
profit), print, preservation, prestige, quality, career-
advancement, indexing, and other features and 
supportive services associated with conventional 
scholarly literature.“ (P. Suber – Open Access Overview) 
 



Open Access is:  
 
• Gold OA – Open Access Journals 

 
• Green OA – “Self Archiving” 

Use of personal or institutional 
Repositories  
 

 
 



www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo  

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo


Open Journal Systems (OJS) 

“A journal management and publishing system that has been 
developed by the Public Knowledge Project”  (pkp.sfu.ca) 

• Is “Gold OA” 
• Is Open Source Software 
• Is Customizable 
• Handles Online Submission and Review of Content 

OJS:  



Publishing Partner 

Pennsylvania Libraries: Research & Practice  
is published by the University Library System, 
University of Pittsburgh as part of its D-Scribe 
Digital Publishing Program and is cosponsored 
by the University of Pittsburgh Press. 



palrap.org 



• Creative Commons:  CC-BY 
 

• Readers may:  
– Share:  Copy, Distribute and Transmit the Work 

– Remix: Adapt the Work 
 

• Readers must: 
– Provide attribution when redistributing or 

remixing the work 

Copyright Policy 



• Fall 2012 – First call for submissions 
 

• March 2013 – First issue to be published 
 

• October 2013 – Second issue to be published 

Timeline 



Submit an Article 

• Register as an Author at palrap.org 
 

• Use the Online Submission System 
 

• Upload File(s) 
 
 
 





Register as a Reader 

• Register at  palrap.org 
 
 

• Receive notifications of new issues  
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