pennstate THE Great War and a Pennsylvanian Town

York Robert W. Reynolds
Penn State York, ror5156@psu.edu

Journey Into The Past Service to country The Cost of War In Lives

-The concept of this research is to glance back 100 years into the past of  pegpite the strong pacifist movement in Ephrata’s past and Men from the ages of 18 to 45 were required to submit a
our nation at the year 1918. America had been pulled into the Great War  religious sentiment, many reg|stered for selective service registration card to the Selective Service. Seen below are
in Europe, and everyday lives of its citizens of small towns, like Ephrata, SRR Toa N , » examples of the card and the information required. Years
Pennsylvania, were irrevocably changed. after their death in service, family members could file a
-A monument erected in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, has twenty-five names S » RS —x SRR claim form (seen below) and collect $200.

embossed on it from the local area in memoriam of WWI soldiers. This S EPHRATimcelﬁ{f;;fq‘j ~ R a—. .

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

; ; : : : = ; g?rtﬁ';lg%ve“ﬂ}og?éegaptg | v ¥e TN AN AR & I Voo Rl B (e 37 = /j{“”““"“”" i-343, A VETERAN'S COMPENSATION APPLICATION 1‘50 Hsl
research briefly looks into their service to country and ultimate sacrifice. L gzz;ggam it %%1 - _ | W |- s o~ | e o i _;.,.h..._..m..,.......,,.-.:::.::v..,..w 59,
buildings er: | T ey " !hm”.__y /‘ J},,‘ st XD ity T -’,._ = er to i e 2
. . . ag. . b= 1735 and 1749. | o 3 1 e 1 e — COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLYANIA 4 e 1459
-Research was conducted on these individuals and Ephrata utilizing —— N, ol B2 DL | e - B e
. . . . . . = Hisorcal m? uszum ) i sl o s i [x ’1 5“'"" /e M /""“> e o Sk el o ar paval r)"v-na oo Dutind Beates from M'T.do.lyﬂ o sa:n.zﬁ.l‘ﬂ'a '. ;Iduu'n --«:_:.n;-nmum;
Cocalico Valley Historical Society records, local newspaper microfiche of e ‘ [ S -| | SRS e SRR
I 1 :*:—:-:1 : '(‘.'A”“:-' [)f?;’”cc"' _’{Jnu.// ),ruouéu’;( t,: e I:“.‘:-(. e o u‘-“. .0 e Sl -:V e w»'-l’.‘v o)
the era, online ancestry documents, and Lee R. Glatfelter library e i o, Tl B T s g
1F3 A e T e g ».c.,.,’,lii@;-,:éi_ (’ - 19/ } o 15) RN AR AR tuducied (s B XXNTY :“;::-:"‘. sl XXNIR X TR TR
research of era specific documents. = v S| e e 4
." “:.-M::‘ -:;“» 2o 3% (7)) Plae ang date vm:. SOMOEMEDK, LANCASTER Coum Phe a m'uga l7w, 16&] ==
Blpmasomes, — (%)  Nemes m.m“fgfwm‘ Wite (fall name) MRS SALINOA B NEISKEY, 750 MARIETTA Ave,,
- = 1 affiemn that | have veriiied sbove anewers o they are tros. Misor eblid Noug
Diseases Claim Many | Support of the War \
NV ¥ (#) Berviee iz ovmantcaifons, al stalions or on vessuls Iz the ordur samed 4k kellows:
F16TH InFanTRY, T9TH Division mom  SEFT. 20, 1917 w Seeve 28, 1918
: :" DATES wNoOT In_-
¥ 10)  Orades or rathues with dstes of Appalutincsls or promotess, PYTe3 Pve 13T cts Componat; SeRgEANT

¢ (11) Eogugvmenis: SgoTor 304 Awo WEus:e ARGONNE OPERATION
(13)  Weands or other Inferion mortvng with gases: KILLED I8 AQTION Sepvemses 20w, 1918
(18)  Eerved oversses trom ULy 9, 191 ~ n seerouare 28rm, 1918
(14) Honorsbly discharged on S R NN SO ot ® 8 00 0800 000000000 s
(18] DI¢ yom ever apply for Or receive 4 Dotus oF Veteraa'n ramgmunstion from wey othey Stala? No

Nearly half of the names on the Post #429 WWI George Creel and the Committee for Public

monument in Ephrata died of disease, such as Information brought support to the war through SUSP'C'O“S at Home

Spanish flu and its related symptoms. an extensive publicity campaign involving local
Enbrata Boy Is Viclim of EEr e oo newspapers and publlshlng posters supporting Thanks to the Espionage Act of 1917 and

wrvies” to

(14)  DIE you over refise of colecietttians, palitical or sther grounds to perform full mititary duty or to rvader ungualified
Eabacr £ wvorn ¢ M v me tnis 12TH day

;Funnv s ,m):‘u.ax_./.l /‘ .—-“—/‘."_..u

/Waymma/nf L /.. "' < ol

CERTIFIC ENTIMCATION g Vv
NI, T FEsrvAny 12, 1634
T,

Spenish Influenza, | % S the war. other like laws, neighbors began to look at u.““-ww bz

F. SCOTT TREGO DIES AT

e [f ’ g SR , W _each other with suspicion. Even small [4]
A ™ towns were not immune to the panic that [5]

ensued. & mms gy
5 Feathereg jp Lebanan, i

T THREATENER '
,d, ENED 1o
| waTeRLTulS poon
B [longeeg, g, ;\ ES.
i Bt i ;F, .,., oo A
or- o ey 7 Orver
e Ty =
ON Fesiden;
in e

In October of 1919, Ephrata celebrated what was known as

£

1592,
s

2
]
3

Private Franklin Scott Trego, son
f te Horace Trego, of Ephrata,
Monday afternoon last, at 4

he spital at the Camp
near Wrightstown,

ATPLICATION No.:
= p ®

words sot appdicabie.

8]

3 )L
-| SPANISH INFLUENZA CAUSES

DRASTIC MEASURES BY
t i‘ HEALTH AUTHORITIES

amp Dix about 4
number of local
is borough.

1 member of the
church, this bor-
1 great base ball
various times

. Churches, Schools, Theatres, Saloons,
and all Public Gatherings
Closed

On Saturday last, the Pennsylvaria |’

PR Farmer’s Day. This celebration eventually evolved into The

[6]

Xl Ty —— Ephrata Fair. According to the September 1993 issue of

' | closing of churches, schools, theatres,

t]\' wtd«.h ' | saloons, and all gatherings of people ! 9

rs regular- ‘| for an indefinate period, for the pur-|*

= 1(\ he left for ‘| pose of stamping out the epidemic of
Spanish influenza, which has taken |®
such a strong hold on various sec-|*
tions of this country, and has been
the cause of many deaths.

The increase in the spread became
80 widespread and swift that such
measures were considered the only
wise thing to do.

“The Welcome Home Booths
The members of the Ladies’ Aux-

Lancaster County Magazine, pp 20, local businessmen

- [l - r
orga_nlzed the event for returning soldl_ers. Money for -an"."z';:m‘:?:,’:%. L
official welcome home ceremony was raised by The Ladies i urds i e s

from beautiful

- [[ran is gy,
ang
T years, g, hﬂ*w‘“‘*

11451&;2.; ﬁ{f&;&g&:&?ﬁ:ﬁfiﬁ;ﬂ [ . booths erected in the central part of
: T Axillary Welcome Home Committee at the fair. They raised )i i '.'.'"::.,":m%‘:‘g.‘i

urday last, to see all our hotels closed,
together with our theatres, which, es- | ©
pecially in the evening are usually
well lighted, but now in darkness.

Sunday was a long day for the y . - S moer e"’

ase als
church goers. Gasless Sundays have smorale of the e trog osu,ﬂo?
eld.

which amount is to
Welcome Home fund, tor the enter-
of our mruod noldiers

-

$575.15 in total from booths at The Farmers Day Event:

will ofhu ate,
. H. Good, of

- Saturday, November &th, The
mado things  considrably _quiter 4 1 7 & 1 8 O CtO b e r 1 9 1 9 ) lono-lag amounts were turned in by
sty n formerly, but Sunday beat all— | U ,w ! m w

i e and it was such a lonely day. Many |V Sposite, The Libe, Rt A X i
people m:‘;; walks in various direc- f] :;H‘fl::!ph p o ._,Zty';ha Co '"m mitee of 58 5 b 4 | | Sauer £ sovavnienins ‘7"0’
1 to i n e
el;r; ;r;moe ot;rﬂ\esep::d?:u:ﬁee;s:n(: Cossh m‘ A . We Want J TR ’1:22
time, for during the afternoon, a = m i i ' ‘ m' iy 72 S : z’
heavy shower of rain suddenly start. 4 - . If we fail to Clllﬂ .n‘ DR "02‘
ed falling, and they were wet before et '._-” ! 594, send it M Omm YR 67.64
getting to shelter. 4 i

Monday and all week chool Tnd. Phone 244 X ‘ o Both pho er Committes ....... 8.66(

R T e Wt — = — Ohhhn Corn Soup ...... 4312
Bemir, & mobtr f T wadl 'OLUME XLIl. : EPHRATA. LANC. O0.. PA.. FRIDAY. OCTOBER 31. . 1919 NO. 0-00

R 1‘
x?‘d“nm'm (EXENER ] 'o.oo
TM otltooaa-lolaao '.7‘01‘

osas

pupils came to school, but were met

with closed doors. iy, N
: This closing movement may be con- pl 1 O
sidered a hardship, which indeed it/

ke« i vich il 1 Welcome Home Event For Soldlers of Ephrata and  Vicinity, Saturday, November 8th

stopping the spread of the influenza, B

b ben worh while L Hinkletown Soldier [ 1 5] [ 1 6]

Makes The Supreme Sacrifice.
THE GREAT WAR AND A PENNSYLVANIA TOWN

Women’'s Service s G e Family Ties o™

[1] Schulman, B. (2007). Ephrata Cloister Plaque [Online Image]. Retrieved March 17, 2018 from http://activerain.com/blogsview/253094/ephrata-cloister--ephrata-pa.
Parents Informed by Letter From Members of His Company [2] American Legion Axillary Cloister Unit #429 Monument [photo], Ephrata, Pa. Taken February 20, 2018.
[3] Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. (2005). U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, Elam B. Palm [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA. Retrieved from Ancestry.com.
H Dr, and Mrs, B. J. Reemsnyder, of ed, we desire o expres oo mos H H [4] Unknown (1896-1918). Elam B. Palm [photo]. The Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley Collection.
WOI | le n d U rl n g WO rl d Wa r I We re a ISO Ca I |ed tO e e e mf::if;ﬁ ';:‘;.f‘.,':.;‘:“‘;;ﬁ Ai‘.‘l’:.ff:.;l E p h ra ta N atlve, C h a rI es Reel I ISﬂYd e r, g ave h |S [5] Ancestry.com Operations Inc. (2015). Pennsylvania, WWI Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919, 1934-1948, William Meiskey [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA. Retrieved from

days ago from France,
Ancestry.com.

Phde ICD 1

w

w

them of the death of their son Charles friend and de, we
- - on the battlefront in that country.  could not ask for. He was a faith- - . . . .
o o oy 0% s h“"‘hm e [6] Unknown (1887-1918). William Meiskey [photo]. The Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley Collection.
SCrVICE. M a ny VO I u ntee red Wlth Ioca I ’ L.‘:,‘:n“l"“aw“;;;‘:?:’:“i,‘i.;s::‘ e e I Ife N th e service tO h IS N atl on Se pt . 1 2, 1 9 1 8 . [7] Unnamed. (1918, October 4). Ephrata Boy Is Victim of Spanish Influenza. The Ephrata Review, pp1l.
e W [8] Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. (2015). Pennsylvania, WWI Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919, 1934-1948, Victor Hacker[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA. Retrieved from

organizations while others became nurses to the “::A“”"“*m“mmmmms cousin’s son, also an Ephrata native, is the - s - e ey

early deal e 'S erl we help a little - . | - |
m‘%’yif:lifa;g}? iy f,;'fﬂ“f:g",b:‘?f’hm s [9] Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. (2012). U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current, Victor K Hacker [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA. Retrieved from Ancestry.com.

I 1 It will be remembered in thos con-; “If you want to know any other|p A\ 144 - . . ] 5 .
D ihst wiis ago, | pefticilars bsides this, wride 1o us, [10] Unnamed. (1918, November 8). Spanish Influenza Causes Drastic Measures By Health Authorities. The Ephrata Review, pp1l.
WO u n d ed a n d S I Ck " An n a Ke m pe r IOSt h e r I Ife to | Pevate tggi‘;;y&u:sfyd:r!wri::“ﬂ oy “,i";‘e";fn‘:ﬂn“ felp you. fa m ed Ea Sy CO m pa ny CO m m a n d e r M a-] O r D I Ck [11] Saylor, R. (2017, Spring). Recruitment, Conservation, and Liberty Bonds; Posters and the War to End All Wars. Pennsylvania Heritage, 43(2), 16-25.
H H 1 ] ' i‘:;’:ﬁ‘i‘?‘i‘iﬁ’:‘;ﬁ.‘iﬁ“ﬁ:ﬁffﬁ‘f&t5 “Very respectfully yours, W H f WWII [12] Unnamed. (1918, November 8). United States Food Administration “Home Card.” The Ephrata Review, pp2.
I I I n eSS a S a res U It Of treatl n g I nfECted SO I d Ie rS fljg;‘ii"ﬁ,f;?o;’m 3‘:;:,,‘[‘,;"‘;’;}’;5 ffgfﬁ g}:’iﬁ g:.l‘,i;'{, G I nte rS O . [13] Saylor, R. (2017, Spring). Recruitment, Conservation, and Liberty Bonds; Posters and the War to End All Wars. Pennsylvania Heritage, 43(2), 16-25.
| “0oep. Jacoty ) dhnpe: o [14] Unnamed. (1918, May 3). Germans Tarred and Feathered In Lebanon. The Ephrata Review, pp2.
[15] Unnamed. (1919, October 31). Welcome Home Event For Soldiers of Ephrata and Vicinity, Saturday, November 8th. The Ephrata Review, pp1.
[16] Unnamed. (1919, October 24). The Welcome Home Booths. The Ephrata Review, pp2.
[17] Unnamed. (1918, September 27). Death Record; Death of Anna Kemper At Camp Jackson, S.C. The Ephrata Review, pp1l.
[18] Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. (2015). Pennsylvania, WWI Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919, 1934-1948, Anna Kemper [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA. Retrieved from
Ancestry.com.

[19] Unnamed. (1918, October 25). Hinkletown Soldier Makes The Supreme Sacrifice. The Ephrata Review, pp1.
[20] Unknown. (1892-1918). Charles Reemsnyder [photo]. The Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley Collection.
[21] Winters Leadership Memorial at Veteran’s Plaza [photo], Ephrata, Pa. Taken February 20, 2018.
[--] Wanner, D. (1993, September). Ephrata Fair. Lancaster County Magazine, 19-21.

son. H
He has now made the sacrifice for “Co. D., 151st, M. G. Bn.

and is memorialized on the Ephrata monument. e T CREE LT b

‘ i i ived by { th
Dr. and Mrs, Reemsnyder, which is| Private Reemsnyder is survi
self-explanatory | his parents and two sisters, Anna and

. .  Mary, both at home. Cw
“Somewhere in France, | Although the above letter is evi-{ne

“Sept. 27th, 1918, dence that Private Reemsnyder was
e iacxson B 6 . “Dear F‘n::ds_ | killed, yet his family has not receiv-|et

JAcxsow g c : ! “As the ones under whose ¢d any official statement to that ef-
[ 1 7 ] ‘ : ‘ l Kemper. . i |charge your son, (,hatles was plu fect from the U. 8. Eavv.rnment qi.:—;




